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COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, February 8, 2024

1. Approval of the Minutes of the January 25, 2024 Meeting

S

Report of the Commission Chair

Old Business
New Business
Medical Alerts - Dr. Jerome Reichmister

Adjournment
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	Claims Experience – Practice Dynamics, Inc., has filed one claim with the Commission in the last three years ended February 28, 2023. LifeBridge has filed 196 claims with the Commission over the last three years ended December 31, 2022.
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	03-09-2023 Minutes.pdf
	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, March 09, 2023
	Call to Order: Acting Chair, Maureen Quinn, called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.
	Old Business:  Acting Chair Quinn asked Commissioner Metz to discuss the final approval of the proposed changes to COMAR 14.09.04 – Attorney Fees.  Acting Chair Quinn also discussed a rumor that was circulating that a deal was made between the MD Asso...
	Commissioner Kittleman asked that a discussion be had to determine if the new regulations will govern all attorney fees going forward or if there will be a two-tiered calculation of fees based on the date that the claim was filed.
	The Commissioners discussed the pros (one system) and cons(ethical dilemma for claimant counsel) of making the new regulations apply to all fees.  The Commissioners discussed the ethical dilemma where a retainer agreement is in place and the fee struc...
	Acting Chair Quinn made a motion that was later amended to read as follows:  All fee calculations in a claim will be governed by the fee regulations in place at the date of the filing of the claim, adopting a two-tiered calculation of fees based on th...
	Commissioner Kittleman seconded the motion.
	The vote was as follows:  Commissioner Evans – nay, Commissioner Kittleman – aye, Commissioner Metz – nay, Commissioner Parker-Warren – aye, Commissioner Oh – nay, Commissioner Martin – aye, Commissioner Forrester – aye, Commissioner Schadt – aye, Act...
	Medical Alerts:  Dr. Reichmister provided several medical alerts of interest to the Commissioners.
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	Call to Order: Acting Chair, Maureen Quinn, called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.
	Old Business:  Acting Chair Quinn asked Commissioner Metz to discuss the final approval of the proposed changes to COMAR 14.09.04 – Attorney Fees.  Acting Chair Quinn then turned the meeting over to Commissioner Metz to discuss public comments and a p...
	Commissioner Kittleman asked for a discussion to determine if there will be a one tier or two-tiered calculation of fees based on the date that the claim was filed.
	The Commissioners debated the advantages and disadvantages of a one tier versus a two tier fee structure.  After discussion, Acting Chair Quinn made a motion that was later amended to read as follows:
	All fee calculations in a claim will be governed by the fee regulations in place on the date of the filing of the claim, which would adopt a two-tiered calculation of fees.  Commissioner Kittleman seconded the motion.
	The vote was as follows:  Commissioner Evans – nay, Commissioner Kittleman – aye, Commissioner Metz – nay, Commissioner Parker-Warren – aye, Commissioner Oh – nay, Commissioner Martin – aye, Commissioner Forrester – aye, Commissioner Schadt – aye, Act...
	Medical Alerts:  Dr. Reichmister provided several medical alerts of interest to the Commissioners.

	04-13-2023 Minutes.pdf
	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, April 13, 2023
	Call to Order: Chair, Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
	Old Business:  Commissioner Martin reported that Kids’ Chance raised over $10,000 from its bowling event and they are planning another one to be held in the fall.  A golf outing is scheduled for July 17 at Rocky Point.  The Gala is going to be held ev...
	New Business:  Commissioner Kittleman brought up the need for the Fee Guide Committee to meet this summer to discuss a prescription fee guide.  Commissioner Metz discussed the issue of Montgomery County only providing one attorney for hearing coverage.
	Medical Alerts:  Tabled.
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	Medical Alerts:  Dr. Reichmister provided several medical alerts of interest to the Commissioners.
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	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, April 13, 2023
	Call to Order: Chair, Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
	Old Business:  Commissioner Martin reported that Kids’ Chance raised over $10,000 from its bowling event and they are planning another one to be held in the fall.  A golf outing is scheduled for July 17 at Rocky Point.  The Gala is going to be held ev...
	New Business:  Commissioner Kittleman brought up the need for the Fee Guide Committee to meet this summer to discuss a prescription fee guide.  Commissioner Metz discussed the issue of Montgomery County only providing one attorney for hearing coverage.
	Medical Alerts:  Tabled.
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	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, May 11, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.
	Old Business: No Report
	New Business: Commissioner Parker-Warren announced that on May 19th, three Morgan University students will be coming to the Commission to observe and learn about the Commission and workers’ compensation.  One of the students is a law student at the Un...
	Medical Alerts: Dr. Reichmister discussed several medical alerts of interest to the Commissioners.

	05-11-2023 Minutes.pdf
	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, May 11, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.
	Old Business: No Report
	New Business: Commissioner Parker-Warren announced that on May 19th, three Morgan University students will be coming to the Commission to observe and learn about the Commission and workers’ compensation.  One of the students is a law student at the Un...
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	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, May 25, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
	Old Business: No Report
	New Business: No Report
	Medical Alerts: Dr. Reichmister discussed several medical alerts of interest to the Commissioners.
	Other Announcements: Commissioner Martin discussed requests for placement on the docket and multiple WCC hearing locations in the same day.  Scott Curtis announced that a student from St. Andrews University will be coming to the Commission.  He will b...
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	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
	Old Business: No Report
	New Business: Commissioner Forrester relayed a question regarding CompHub training times in the afternoons when the attorneys are not in court.  Mary Ahearn responded that the morning sessions are for the Beta Testers right now and additional training...
	Medical Alerts: Dr. Reichmister discussed several medical alerts of interest to the Commissioners.
	Other Announcements: Commissioner Forrester asked that all Commissioners check their dockets for prescription specialty cases and to continue them so they can be placed on the prescription specialty docket.  Some prescription cases are being assigned ...
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	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, June 22, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.
	Old Business: Commissioner Evans discussed a recent situation in Montgomery County cases where four (4) cases were on one docket and three (3) cases were on another docket at the same regional site but, only one attorney was present to represent the c...
	New Business: Commissioner Kittleman announced that a Fee Guide Committee meeting is scheduled for August and various topics will be discussed, including a possible Prescription Fee Guide.
	Chairman Quinn announced that she will be attending the IAIABC meeting in Denver, CO.  She asked all Commissioner who also plan to attend to make their travel arrangements as soon as possible.
	Commissioner Forrester discussed attorney fees requested by an attorney in a case.
	Chair Quinn discussed the change of location for hearings on Baltimore County Government cases from Abingdon to Baltimore City.
	Medical Alerts: Dr. Reichmister discussed his presentation at the MWCEA on regenerative medicine and he would like to present a much more in-depth discussion on this very important topic.  Commissioner Oh asked about a case in the United Kingdom where...
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	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, July 20, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.
	Old Business: No Report
	New Business: Commissioner Martin provided an update on Kids’ Chance.  The golf outing was a success with 126 golfers participating.  The MWCEA Conference in October will have both a Fun Run and a Cornhole Tournament.  A second Bowling Event will be h...
	The Commissioners then discussed the ongoing situation of attorneys with double hearings on different dockets on the same day and trying to cover both hearings.  This negatively impacts the facilities, court reporters, security personnel and all other...
	Medical Alerts: Dr. Reichmister briefly presented a new Primer he has prepared on Heart Disease and Hypertension.  Dr, Reichmister also discussed the meeting with MedChi and their desire to use the AMA 6th Edition Impairment Ratings.  The Commission w...
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	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, August 10, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.
	Medical Alerts: Dr. Reichmister discussed a new Primer he has prepared, “Heart Disease and Hypertension”.  Dr. Reichmister also discussed the differences between the 4th, 5th and 6th Editions of the AMA Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent Impairment...
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	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, August 24, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.
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	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.
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	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, September 21, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
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	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, October 26, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
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	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, November 09, 2023
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
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	Meeting Minutes
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	Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, January 11, 2024
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
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	Meeting Minutes
	Thursday, January 25, 2024
	Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
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Maryland Workers’ Compensation Commission
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, December 14, 2023

Call to Order: Chairwoman Maureen Quinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

Present: Chairwoman Quinn and Commissioners Kathleen Evans, James Forrester, Asha Joseph-
Jefferson, Allan Kittleman, Morrisann Martin, Howard Metz, Ju Oh, Delia Schadt and Tracey Parker-
Warren via telephone.

Staff members attending were Mary Ahearn, Scott Curtis, Amy Lackington via telephone Jerome
Reichmister, M.D. and Stacey L. Roig, Secretary of the Commission.

Approval of Minutes: The Minutes of the Commission meeting on November 9, 2023, were reviewed by
the Commissioners. Upon motion of Commissioner Kittleman and second by Commissioner Forrester,
the Minutes were approved with a unanimous vote.

Closed Session: At 9:31 a.m., upon motion of Commissioner Kittleman and second of
Commissioner Martin and upon unanimous vote, pursuant to GP §§3-305(13), LE §§9-402, 9-403,
9-405, 9-406 and 9-1104, and COMAR 14.09.13.12, the Commission entered into a closed session for
the purpose of discussing self-insured employers’ financial information.

ICR Report: Stacey Roig, Director of the Insurance, Compliance and Reporting Division, discussed a list
of open claims for International Paper Company that was prepared and distributed for review by the
Commissioners in the meeting package. After further discussion, Commissioner Martin made a motion,
which was seconded by Commissioner Kittleman and the motion was approved with a unanimous vote.
Ms. Roig also reported that the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) requires an increase in
security. After discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Martin and seconded by Commissioner
Evans. The motion was approved with a unanimous vote.

Finally, Ms. Roig reported that MGM Resorts International requires an increase in security. After
discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Forrester and seconded by Commissioner Martin. The
motion was approved with a unanimous vote.

Open Session: At 9:40 a.m., upon a motion from Commissioner Kittleman and second from
Commissioner Martin and upon unanimous vote, the Commission re-opened the meeting.

Chair’s Report: Chairwoman Quinn discussed the conference schedule for 2024 and asked the
Commissioners to please let Amy Lackington know what conferences they plan to attend. The SAWCA
conference in November will include some of our Legislators, which has proved helpful in their
awareness of workers’ compensation issues that may affect our state. Mary Ahearn reported that the most
requested changes to the Decision Memo have been deployed, with the exception of the Temporary Total
present & continuing calendar. A space for the court reporting initials or name is also still in process.
Chairwoman Quinn also reported on discussions with the parking garage management company regarding
Commission designated spots. There will be four spots per day reserved for the Commission, please use
those spots first before parking elsewhere in the garage. Issues in the alley continue and the Commission
is working through them.

Old Business: No Report

New Business: Commissioner Kittleman reported that the Medical Fee Guide Committee had a meeting
at Chesapeake Employers’ Insurance offices on November 27, 2023, which allowed for virtual attendance
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of the meeting. The next Medical Fee Guide Committee will be in-person only on January 11, 2023 (note
that this meeting has since been cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later date.) Commissioner
Kittelman discussed the importance of consensus on the committee, which is currently divided with
discussions continuing. Commissioner Forrester discussed usual and customary dockets.

The Commissioners discussed WCC Subpoenas not being honored by some medical providers and
hospitals. Chairwoman Quinn will request a meeting with the parties and their attorneys and the
Chairwoman and our Principal Counsel.

Medical Alerts: Dr. Reichmister discussed several medical alerts of interest to the Commissioners,
including Outcomes of male vs female surgeons, hypertension amongst married couples, blood types
related to COVID, getting the proper amount of sleep (7 hours) and alcohol consumption.

Adjournment: Upon a motion by Commissioner Forrester and second by Commissioner Kittleman and
upon a unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 10:44 a.m.

Maureen Quinn, Chairwoman Stacey L. Roig, Secretary
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